WWI Weapons Webquest
Name:_____________________________________ Date:_____________________________________


Section One: The Machine Gun
http://www.firstworldwar.com/weaponry/machineguns.htm
1. How many rounds (bullets) could the early machine gun fire per minute? How did this change by the end of the war?

2.  A single machine gun was worth how many rifles? Why?

3. How effective was the machine gun as a defensive weapon?

4. What about as an offensive weapon?

5. What new machines were armed with the machine gun?

Section Two: The Airplane
http://www.acepilots.com/wwi/main.html
1. What were WWI airplanes made of and how fast could they go?

2. What were airplanes first used for?  How about later on?

3. Why were they unsafe?

4. Who was the leading “ace” of the war? How many “kills”?

5. What advantages did the German pilots have?


Section Three: Poison Gas
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/poison_gas_and_world_war_one.htm
1. What is poison gas and what were its effects if used as a weapon?

2. Who is commonly thought to be the first to use gas? Who actually did?

3. Describe what mustard gas does to the human body.,,

4. What methods could you use to protect yourself?

5. Do you think poison gas an effective weapon? Do you think is wrong to use it? Why or why 
not?

Section Four: The Tank
http://www.firstworldwar.com/weaponry/tanks.htm
1. Describe how and from what the tank developed…

2. What happened when the tanks were first used in battle? How did people feel about them?

3. How did the tank finally have success and what benefits did it provide?

4. Where did the name tank come from?

5. How did the feelings about the tank and its production numbers differ from country to 
country?
Section Five: The U-Boat: https://www.warhistoryonline.com/world-war-i/submarines-first-world-war.html   and http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/zq3q2hv#z2g2xnb
1. What is a U-boat? Describe what it does…
2. What were the two primary uses of the U-Boat in WWI?

3. How many tons of ships did the U-boats sink between October 1916 and January 1917?
4.  What made the U-boat so dangerous or “death traps?”
5. How did the Allies defend against U-boats?
Trenches: 

1. What was life like in the trenches? Describe some of the hardships related to trench warfare, provide examples from the simulator. (2-3 examples) 
2. What and how was the artillery used during Trench warfare?
3. What was “no man’s land” and why was is called that? 
4. How was barbwire used during Trench warfare? 
5. What did you find most interesting about Trench warfare? 

